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NORTH COUNTRY

Avival LeAcue

Come find your next best friend.

Every Buddy Deserves a Chance

Meet Buddy. Buddy is a small dog with a giant heart. Being the young Jack Russell that
he is, Buddy dreams of burying bones, chasing his tail, and running after squirrels. Unfor-
tunately, these things have not been a reality for him — it seems that Buddy has lived the
majority of his life in chronic pain.

Buddy doesn’t have a voice to share his story, so we know little of his life before. Buddy
was abandoned at the door of NCAL in the early morning of August 8th, 2016. He was
found cowering in the corner, confused, scared, and in intense pain - so much that it made
his body tremble and muscles seize. We knew that we needed to do everything we could to
help him.

Unfortunately, when an animal is abandoned at our door with no relinquishment of own-
ership to us, that animal is put at risk. Buddy was not legally our property. By law, the
Animal Control Officer must be informed, and temporary possession of the dog is taken
by the Town for a one-week hold time at the Town holding facility to determine if the
rightful owner will show up. After the hold time, the Town is responsible for determining
the dog’s future.

With the amount of pain Buddy was in when we found him, we knew that it would be in
his best interest to remain at NCAL, and to be cared for and treated by our staff during
his hold. Luckily for Buddy, Morristown’s ACO, Brian Kellogg, agreed. In addition,
Kellogg received approval from the Selectboard to allow us to x-ray Buddy and administer
pain medication to help him get through the week.

Buddy’s owners never showed up, and after the week, ownership was transferred by the
Town to NCAL. We went to work immediately to determine the cause of Buddy’s pain
and begin treatment. Buddy, we soon learned, suffers from Intervertebral Disc Disease, the
degeneration of one or more spinal disks causing pain and neurological problems. If left
untreated, this disease, in severe cases such as Buddy’s, can cause chronic pain and lead to
permanent paralysis.

Buddy received three weeks of drug therapy, which had little-to-no effect due to the
severity of his condition. On Memorial Day weekend, Buddy’s situation worsened. He
began losing more neurological functioning and his pain level was intolerable. The only
solution for Buddy at that point was an immediate high-cost surgery to decompress the
spinal cord at the site of his injury and herniation of his disk material. With a successful
surgery, it was expected that Buddy would make a full recovery, allowing him to lead an
active life, free of pain. Without surgery, due to his chronic pain, he would need to be
euthanized.

NCAL is fully committed to each of the animals in our care, and to ensuring that they re-
ceive the treatment necessary for them to lead a fulfilling life. It simply was not an option
to euthanize this dog knowing that this surgery could cure him, despite the expense. We
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Letter From Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Autumn is upon us, my favorite time of year! This

dramatic change of the seasons is a reminder that -
much like the squirrels - we should always be prepared
for change, and that transition is a natural process. It is
a rule of thumb at NCAL to always expect the unex-
pected. Each new day brings new challenges and suc-
cesses, and we are constantly adapting to the ever-changing environment of an
animal shelter.

As I write this, it has been two months since I joined NCAL as Executive Direc-
tor. In this short time, I have been deeply touched by the animals that have come
to us in need. I have witnessed animals abandoned at our door or surrendered by
their owners, transports arrive from high-kill shelters all over the country, and
local strays we have taken in that were in high need of medical attention. I have
watched and celebrated as we placed 100 of these animals in their forever homes.
Especially the ‘long-timers’ like Goldie, Moo, and Bear. I am humbled by the staff
and leadership that has come before me, who have dedicated much of their lives to
this great work.

It is Buddy’s story, in particular, that has opened my eyes to the incredible
support we receive from our community. Witnessing a community step up and
stand behind this little abandoned dog, and help provide him with the immediate
medical care that he needed, was truly remarkable.

In this newsletter you will find a long list of donors and supporters who have
contributed to North Country Animal League in some way this year. It’s a very im-
pressive list - one that demonstrates our community’s values and commitment to
animal advocacy. We hope that you will continue to support our work - whether
it is through volunteering, adopting, donating, or by being a voice for the animals
that have none. Thank you all for supporting NCAL and our orphaned animals!

Best Wisbhes,

Tracy Goldfine
Executive Director

Letter From The Board President

Hello!

As the fall approaches and we enjoy the last few warm
days of summer it’s hard to not look back at the amazing
work that has been accomplished at our shelter by our
amazing staff, dedicated volunteers, and our new Execu-
tive Director, Tracy, over the last couple of months. Sum-
mer is a busy time for NCAL, with families looking for
new best friends to adopt and work being done around
the shelter while the weather is warm. Tracy jumped into
the NCAL team with enthusiasm and a very keen ear for
listening to the needs of our staff and our community,
and continues to evolve and update many strategic programs within our shelter.
We are grateful to her for her enthusiasm, and grateful to our generous supporters
who help us move forward as we work to increase our annual adoption rate, en-
sure local stray animals are cared for and placed into loving homes, and our ears
open to what our community tells us they need from NCAL. T am very excited
for the months ahead. Thank you for participating in our ongoing work, and as
always, I appreciate any feedback you may have — please email me at jrussell@
ncal.com. Thank you, and Happy Fall!

Jess Russell
Board President
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immediately set up a GoFundMe page and
began raising money. In addition, the kind
folks at Burlington Emergency & Veteri-
nary Services (BEVS) agreed to significant-
ly discount the surgery as they, too, were
touched by his story.

Once the word was out seeking support
for Buddy, we received an outpouring of
support from both our local and social
media communities. Within 24 hours we
were close to reaching our goal, when
Buddy became chosen as the Featured Pet
on GoFundMe.com and his story went
viral - reaching hundreds of thousands
of animal lovers from across the country.
View the campaign at www.gofundme.
com/buddysurgeryfund.

While supporters of Buddy’s Surgery
Fund realized that we had, by then, ex-
ceeded our goal, hundreds continued to
give in Buddy’s honor to help the many
other homeless animals we care for in
need. Buddy quickly gained a social media
following, with many of his fans looking
forward to regular updates on his prog-
ress. During this time, NCAL was flooded
with phone calls, and emails in support of
Buddy.

Thanks to this outstanding show of
support from our local community and
beyond, Buddy received the life-saving
surgery he needed and is now on the road
to recovery. Despite the discomfort he is
in after such a major surgery, it is far less
than the pain he had been living with for
so many years, which was evidenced by
the quantity and calcification of disc mate-
rial removed from his spine. Buddy is in a
loving foster home until he fully recovers
and is well enough to be considered for
adoption.

Buddy’s story has touched a note with so
many, and has made a lasting impact. The
funds that Buddy’s story has allowed us to
raise will go on to support the needs of the
homeless animals in NCAL’s care, now and
for years to come — allowing us save many
more lives in Buddy’s honor.

Maybe it took a little homeless dog in
need to remind us that everyone deserves
a chance and that no Buddy is ever truly
alone. Thank you, Buddy.

Legacy Giving

NCALs Legacy Circle friends are individuals who have chosen
us by naming NCAL as a beneficiary of their will or estate plan.
By including NCAL in their plans, Legacy Circle friends have
elevated NCAL to the level of “family”. We are honored by their
commitment and very appreciative of the value they have placed
on NCADs presence in the community.

We sincerely thank our Legacy Circle friends, those who have
notified NCAL, as well as those who wish to remain anonymous,
for their trust and investment in our future. If you have remem-
bered NCAL in your will or estate, please let us know so we may
personally thank you and acknowledge your intended gift. Please
call Tracy Goldfine at 802-888-5065 x 106 for more information.




Donors 2016

North Country Animal League
would like to thank all of our
donors. The donors listed are
from September 1, 2016 to
July 31, 2017. If your name is
omitted or spelled incorrect-
ly, please contact Tracy at
(802) 888-5065 x 106 or email
tracyg@ncal.com so we may
correct it. Thank you for your
support!
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Rona Klein

Vanessa Crowley & Dale Knowles
Rodney Kreis
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Jennifer Patrick

Hans & Suzanne Pauly

Marion Peer

Zelde Peller

Cheryl & Stephen Penney
Lianna Percy

Betsy Perez

Kelly & Kevin Perline

Jesse & Jennifer Peters

Lou Strong & Mike Pfaelzer
Maria Pichler

Ella Plummer

Pamela Plummer



Susan & Richard Plunkett
Julie Pond

Lexcy Prahl

Tony & Teri Pyle

Christine Quine

Jim & Noel Quine

Robert M. Quinn

Race Stock Sports

Laurie & Emma Rapp

Maria & Sal Rascati

Becca Raymon

David Reisman

Tyler Renaud

Laurie & Keith Renecle
Howard & Georgia Rexford
Holly Reynolds

Janet Richard

Patricia Richardson

Robert & Kathi Richardson
Julia Robertson

Alec Robinson

Miranda Robtoy

Michael & Maria Roosevelt
Nicole & Daniel Roscioli
Marvin & Jean Rosenbloom
Liz Roskey

Jana Ross

William & Marilyn Rosskam
Mark Rossman

Maureen & John Rowell
Shelly Rowell

David L. & Ruth M. Roy
Francie & John Roy

Peter H. & Carolyn k. Rummel
Amy & Brian Russell
Monique & Shauna Russell
Joan & Ardith Ruvidich
Shane Safford

David & Anne Santos

Ruth S. & James P. Santos
David Dillon & Maya Sargent
Steve Sayce

Joseph Scarlata

Stephanie Slocumb & Eric Schoenthaler
Mandy Couturier & Sarah Schoolcraft
Carol & Robert Schulz
Catherine Schwab

Tom & Samantha Sequist
Danielle Seymour

David Shanahan

Christine & Christopher Sharp
Colleen Shepard

Lee Sheridan-Orr

Lynette Shufelt

\Wanda Signaigo

Brice Simon

Cathy Simpson

Laura Davidson & Nora Skolnick
Small Dog Electronics

Alton W. Smith

Gordon Smith Jr.

Terry E. & Patricia A. Smith
Jim & Deborah L. Smith-McMahon
Cathy Snow

Phil Whelan & Kacey Sonia
Kristen Bernarsky & David Speed
Pall & Susan Spera

Susan Sperling

Nancy & Michael Spinelli

Jane Sprenger

Kelley St. Coeur

Allison Stacy

Cynthia Stafford

Dean B. Pineles & Kristina Stahlbrand
Thomas Stearns

Stephen Huneck Gallery
Catherine Stetson

Elaine & James Stevens

Carl Oehrle & Mary Ellen Stocks
Stowe Maple Products

Stowe Red Barn Realty

Stowe Seafood

Sierra Strong

SunCommon

Sushi Yoshi

Erik Suvanto

Mariella Wretman & Eric Svensson
Joyce E. & John R. Sweeney
Loyd & JoAnn Tallman

Sara & Irwin Tauben

Carol Teplick

Thatcher Brook Primary School
Fred & Sheryl Therrien

Ryan & Amber Thibault

Emily & Ben Thomas

Ellen & Alan Thorndike

Dave & Lori Tilgner

Timberholm Inn

Eric & Katherine Tobin

Town of Belvidere

Town of Waterville

Jess Towsley

Sarah & Lucas Tremble

Sean Barnes & Kristen Tripodi
Peter Tripp

May & Mark Trudeau

Jeannie & Kaillum Tucker
Cynthia Tulloch

Jerret & Kelly Turnbaugh

David & Lisa Underhill

Jenn & Jeff Valentine

Rebecca & William Vaus

Felipe Vieira

Village Blacksmith

Angela & Johnathon Vincellette
Jennifer Wagner

Elisabeth Walton

Lisa & Tony Walton

Shell Ward

Waterbury Service Center
Marissa Watson

Addie Webster

Bill Dalton & Adena Weidman
Naomi Alfini & David Wendt
Wendy's Closet, Inc.

Kim Whitcomb

Elaine White

Jodi McCormick & William White
Jamin & Jamie Whitehead
Devon L. & Thomas Williams
Christina, Stew & Sam Williamson
Ted & Dorothy Willis

Windsor County South Credit Union
Laurie Wissell

Jaroslava & Peter Wolf
Kate & Eric Wolinsky
Linda C. Wood

Mike & Lisa Wood

Scott Wood

Worcester Veterinary Care
Kayla & Michael Wright
Paul Yaphe

Craig & Kathy Zamoida
Xin Zhau

Elizabeth J. & Anthony Ziherl
Martha Zweig

NCAL Supporters
$1.00 - $99.99

Donna Adams

Julia R. Alarie

Stacey Alden

Linda D. Alderton

Henry A. Alexander

Susan Alexander

June B. Allaire

Judith K. Allen

Aloft

Kevin & Jennifer Anderson
Walter & Elizabeth Arbuckle
Melissa Arel

Pauline Arnold

Lois & Gene Arthur

Arvad’s Grill and Pub

Darla L. Ayer

Holly Baker

Timothy & Lisa Baranyay
Barbara Baumann

Bear Pond Books

Allison M. Benjamin

James Bensinger

Diane Benware

Terry & Douglas Bessette
Betty & C. Carvel Bevans Jr.
Julie A. & Donald P. Blake
Debra & Jeffrey Blanton
Nancy Bodhorn

Aleda Boomhower

Linda Bostwick

Betsy Bourdon

Kimberly Bowen

Raymond & Nancy Bradshaw
Dr. Steven P. & Martha L. Braff
Joanna & David Branch
Susan Brittin

Dovetta Broas

Fran Brooks

William & Patricia Brower
Carly Brown

Peter Bourdreau & Gretchen Brown-Bou-
dreau

Alice L. & Michael F. Brozek
Arlyn F. Bruccoli

Lisbeth Bruce

Faye E. Brunelle

Anne & John Buchman
Jennifer G. Buckner
Elizabeth A. Buley
Bumblebell

Richard & Becky Burr
Rebecca Camacho

Debbie Carland

Thomas & Susan Carney

Albert J. Caron

Karen Y. & Thomas E. Carter

George & Jean Chamberlain

Mer & Paul Chebator

Diane Cherry

Elizabeth M. Ching

J. Monica Chouinard

Dale & Virginia J. Choukalos

Albert & Marjorie M. Clark

Dani Clark

Gail M. Clark

Joan Cnossen

Andrea Cohen

Anna Maria & Carmelo Colombo

Katelyn Comeau

Samantha Comeau

Competitive Computing

Sandra Connolly

Victoria A. Conti

Dorothy Cook

Gaylan Cooke

Copley Hospital

Copley UNAP Locals 109

John S. & Kathleen M.A. Costigan

Joyce Crabtree

Catherine Crawley

Sally Cromer

Louise Cross

Clara Cutler

Larrie Heath & Carolyn Damp

Cynthia G. Daniels

Roger & Pauline Darby

Michael W. & Diane E. Darling

Leland & Johanna Darrow

Robert & Marlene Davison

Mary Deaett

Lynne Dearborn

Leah Hollenberger & Christophe Demars

Cheryl DeMinico

Robert J. DeMinico

Michelle Deuso

James Dewing

Michele & Kevin Donahue

Thomas L. & Martha D. Douglass

Kathryn Downs

Dr. & Mrs. Mary Lynn W. & W. James
Downs Jr.

Barbara Draper

Patrick & Cheryl Ducharme

Susan K. Duckett

Ken & Diana Duclos

Robert Wright & Sandra Duncan

Jamie Dutil

Michael P. & Diana Stanton Elkavitch

Diane Ellingwood

Bruce E. & L. Diane Elmore

Alan & Linda Elrick

Evergreen Gardens of Vermont

Family Practice Associates, Inc.

John P. & Debra S. Farrell

Aaron Feibus

Karen Fiebig

David Buckingham & Mary Fiedler

Elizabeth A. & Douglas J. Finlay

David Fisher

Peter Flood

Margaret Frantz

Myrna C. Fried

Mary Gaboda

Lorraine G. Gabusi

Continued next page



Jane F. & D. Michael Gandy
Sylvie Dube & Patrick Giguere
Gary G. & Martha L. Gile

Carly & Abby Gladstone-Strobel
Ann Goering

Deborah Light & Herbert Golann
Barbara Gordon

Kevin Gould

Martha Cameron & Robert H. Granger
Aaron & Susan Green

Melissa & George Greenwood
Marge P. & Ronald J. Gulyas
June G. & Robert Guyette

Fred Barber & Sandra Hamlet
Harrison’s Restaurant & Bar
Arthur & Linda Hartin

Deborah & Douglass Haselton
Patricia L. & Peter M. Haslam
Haymaker Press

Fritz Laporte & Lorraine D. Healey
Karin K. Hess

Rachel A. Hexter-Fried

John W. Himmelsbach

Catherine Hirce

Inga & Hiram Hoag

Anne J. & George S. Hodgson
Rebecca Hoffenberg

Katherine Walker & Robert Hofmann
Sheila Hofmann

Monica D. Holcomb

Mark Horan

John & Patricia Horvatich
Lawrence D. & Patricia M. Houston
Jonelle & John Hubble

Bill & Muriel Hudson

Kenneth R. Hughes

Thelma J. Huntley

In Company Clothing, Inc.

Kristina & Terry [tameri-Kinter
Jan's Farmhouse Crisps

Jan Jemison

Darci Jewett

Donna Jewett

Nancy Jewett

A. Barry & Linda Johnson
Lorraine L. & Theodore H. Johnson
Hannu T. & Susan A. Kaartinen
Barbara Kay

Lisa & Timothy Kent

Bev & Hank Kessler

Ms. Esther Khan

Joshua Kiley

Thelma S. Kiley

Eliot & Rhoda Kimble

Linda Kinney

Robert & CarolLynne Kirch
Charles Kletecka

Katy & Travis Knapp

Lakeview Union School

Mark Lalime

Lamoille County Court Diversion Program
Jo Ann & Jeff Lamore

Eileen & Ron Langdell

Laraway Youth & Family Services
Rachel & Brian Larson

Jolanta & Willie Leginowicz
David M. Fromer & Eve J. Lepcio
Leslie Lindig

William T. Jesdale & Lynn J. Littler
Carol Locke

Pamela & Kenneth Locke
Deborah C. Lowe

Phil & Cheri Lundblad

Cynthia & David Lyons

Ashley & Ty MacWalters
Phillip A. & Judith S. Maglione
Susan M. Mahoney

Sandra Louise C. Mann
Maurice & Beverley Mannings
Victor Manosh

M. Page & Roberta Marsh
Anthony R. Depaolo & Patricia Marshall
Bonnie S. & Steven M. Marshall
Eilleen F. & Patricia E. Marshall
Robert DiMario & Helene Martin
Gail Marzul

Beth Ann McCabe

David & Judy McCawley

Betty McGill

Nancy & John McGlade

Patty & Dan McKibben

John & Virginia McLean
Jessica McLeon

Marvin Moriarty & Elizabeth McMahon
John & Merrilee McMillin
Roberta McNally

Chelle & Robert Medow
Marina Meerburg

Jennifer Sauter & Ryan Meravi
Carol M. Merrill

Harriette A. M. & Peter K. Merrill
W. David & Joyce Merrill
Michael’s On The Hill

Edwin Miller

Jacqueline D. Mitchell

Rachel Moore

Gary & Tracey Morin

Kelly Morrison

Eva M. Morse

Barbara J. Mulhern

Rosalia V. Muller

Lois Murphy

Mary & Jerold Nau

Laura & John Need

Judith Nepveu

Linda Nesbitt

PJ & AJ Newton

Eugene & Vera Nichols

Jeff & Elaine Nichols

Corinne Nye

Jochen & Karen Obert

Sally 0'Connor

Patricia A. & Richard F. Oden Jr.
Joan H. O'Keefe

Barbara & Daniel Orlovsky
Janet Ottas

Pall Spera Company Realtors
Everett E. & J. Ollie D. Parker
Barbara Paterson

Robert & Marie Paynter

Diana K. Peduzzi

Mark Peets |l

Stephen Pendo & Linda Willis Pendo
Piecasso, Inc.

Pizza Joint

Plate Restaurant

Tamara Pless

Carol N. Pohlman

Wm. Roger & Susan Prescott
Bev & Mike Propen

Pulcinella’s Restaurant
Brenda & Leo J. Racht

Ann Rago

Cliff, Sue & Jeremy Randall
Random Rescue

Doris & Neil Ratner

Lynn Sibley & Edward Raymond
Pamela & Wayne Raymond
Nancy Rea

Cody F. Reed

Deb Munson & Jenna Reed
Doris Reed

Louise Reed

Kurt & Laura Reichelt
Monique & Albert Reil

Jill Richardson

Megan J. Rivera

Peter & Ellen Roberts
William D. & Penny A. Robie
Joan Robinson

Renee I. Robyor

Arthur Roskies

Lorraine Russell

Rea Russell

Roland & Paulette Russell
Sage Therapeutic Massage
Shirley & Ben Salls

Salon 4 Men

Ezra Samuel

David & Michelle Sautter
William Brundage & Lisa M. Scagliotti
Robert J. & Gail L. Schermer
Lauren Schramm

Jack Carter & Ted Schultheis
Schwan'’s Home Service, Inc.
Cheryl Schwartz

Kathleen & Lionel Schwartz
Cedric & Barbara Scribner
Scott H. Search

Margaret Seelinger

John & Elaine Selmer
Richard W. & Vickie S. Settle
Judith Severy

M.J. & Gale Shaw

Nancy Sichler

Joel & Elizabeth Silverstein
Sandra Simonds

Wendy Simpers

Robin Singer

Sarah Skelding

Brant & Maureen Slayton
Carol Ann Smith

Gary . Smith

Marcia J. & Peter R. Smith
Philip Smith

Wayne & Wendy Sorokowski
Peggy & Stephen Sprague
Edith & Henry St. Germain
Janice & Lee M. St. Onge
Jacqueline Stafford

Marilyn S. Stafford

Daniel & Rosemary Stedman
Brenda Ciccio & George A. Steers
Marion MacKenzie Stegner
Deb Stempel

Stevens Law Office

Elsie & Robert Stewart
Louise C. Stewart

Peter N. Stone

Helen L. Stoney

Barb & Mark Storch

Stowe Barber Shop

Stowe Cinema 3-Plex

Stowe Craft Gallery

Stowe Laundry Company
Stowe Street Emporium
Charles & Judith Stringer
Studio 108

Styles

Craig & Mutsumi Sullivan
Sunset Motor Inn

Penny Swank

Michael & Meike Sweatman
Bruce Sweetser

Dennis & Amy Tatro

Ashley & Richard Taylor
Barbara & Michael Tennien
Noelle Teubert

The Art Store

The Dog and Cat

The Hardwick Publishing Co., INC.
The Tailor Shop

David Thomas

Alexander & Genevieve Thompson
Donald & Louise Thompson
Anne J. Thursby

Aaron & Sue Tilton

Tiny Acorn Gift Shop

Today's Edge

Tom Knows Salsa

Trattoria La Festa

Robin & Scott A. Trowbridge
True Colors Home Decorating, Inc.
Heidi Ann Tucker

Linda Turner

Uncle George's Flower Co.
Valerie Valcour

Helen E. Wagner

Barbara A. & Henry T. Walat
Cheryl Karp Ward

George D. & Patricia A. Ward
Patricia A Ward

Nancy Ward-Snyder

Mary F. & Martin D. Waterman
Elizabeth Wechsler

Fred Weingarten

Cindy Wells

Edmund Wells

Walter & Mary Wells

Mary S. West

Sue West

Barbara T. Whelan

Patricia H. Whitcomb
Elizabeth S. & George P. White Jr.
Richard & Elizabeth White
Melinda White-Bronson
Curtis R. & Ruth E. Whiteway
Peggy Widmeier

Doris & Dana Wildes

Daisy Williams

Duane Williams

Edmund T. & Cherie Williams
Laura J. Williams

Anne Winter

Edward & Gloria Wisell
Darla Witmer

Roger M. & Jill J. Witten
Kimberly Wojnar

Karen Woods

Carol Woodward



Jason & Christine Wulff
Yellow Turtle Mary Lou Baraw
Shauna Young

Eric Zadrosny

Joseph M. & Eileen F. Zadrosny
Linda Zamvil

Edward Ziedins

Arnold Ziegel

Chris & Cara Zimmerman
Regina V. Zytko

- ADOPTED!

Annual Meeting

We held our Annual Meeting on August 31st
at the Green Mountain Inn in Stowe. The evening
was spent celebrating our 2015 achievements (in-
cluding the 600 animals we placed in their forever
homes!), sharing current news from the Shelter,
and recognizing our dedicated staff, volunteers,
and the tremendous support we receive from our
business community.

This year, we honored two of our long-time
staff members, Schae Wolff and Jessica McLeon.
Both Schae and Jessica have been extremely dedi-
cated to NCAL and the animals, and have always
stepped up to help out whenever they’re needed.

NCAL could not operate without the help of
our volunteers. Our volunteer award this year
went to Kim Rushford who has been volunteer-
ing for several years, helping walk dogs, tabling
events, fostering kittens, and anything else we ask
of her.

Sequist Veterinary Hospital (SVH) was hon-
ored as our 2015 Business of the Year. SVH and
Dr. Loh have long supported NCAL by providing
veterinary care and also sponsoring our week-
ly radio spots on WLVB, where we feature our
adoptable animals.

Our guest speaker this year was NCALs new
Executive Director, Tracy Goldfine. Goldfine
spoke about the importance of humane education
in a community, and how animals teach us em-
pathy and compassion. It was a celebratory and
informative evening enjoyed by all who attended!

Amid the array of attractively-packaged dog treats that
adorn the counter of The Dog and Cat, located on Moun-
tain Road in Stowe, sits an NCAL Coin Can. Owner Chris
Wright opened his unique business six years ago. He prides
himself on researching and stocking high-quality pet foods
and accessories for local and visiting dogs and cats.

Chris not only displays our NCAL Coin Can, but has been
a Menagerie Silent Auction donor as well.

The Dog and Cat is one of seventy-eight businesses,
located throughout eleven communities that proudly display
our tall, circular coin cans on their counters. Ten committed
volunteers collect the funds on a regular basis. The funds
collected are critical in helping meet the operational expenses
of NCALs Pet Adoption Center.

According to data compiled by The Chronicle of Philan-
thropy, a rising number of people are choosing to give
anonymously. Are you an anonymous giver? If so, the NCAL
Coin Can Program exists for you!

Regularly Needed Items

Can you help? These are the items we use most.

Gift cards to Pet Food Warehouse
(where we can purchase items at a discount!)

Healthwise dog and cat food
Dog and cat treats

Cat litter

Paper towels

Peanut butter

Dishwasher liquid

8% x 11 copy paper

Laundry detergent (HE only, please!)
Bleach

15 & 30 gallon trash bags
Postage Stamps (Forever)

Dog and cat toys (new, please!)
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8 Great Reasons to Adopt
a Senior Pet

1 o Older pets have manners. Unlike puppies or kittens,
many adult dogs have lived with a family and have been
socialized to life with humans. Many have received basic
obedience training and are already house trained.

2. Senior pets are less destructive. Most older adoptive pets
are well past the search-and-destroy phase. You don’t need
to worry so much about finding your favorite pair of shoes
or a table leg chewed to shreds!

3 o What you see is what you get. A senior pet holds no sur-
prises as to how big he might get, what color his adult coat
will be, or what his temperament may be. A senior pet comes
with their own history, which makes his future much more
predictable than that of an 8-week old puppy or kitten.

4. You CAN teach an old dog new tricks. Adult dogs

can focus on the task at hand (unlike many of their much
younger counterparts), and are more attentive than puppies.
If your adopted older pet needs to learn a few things in her
new life with you, not to worry. Enroll her in an obedience
class, contact a trainer, or pick up a training book at your
local library and do it yourself!

5 « Senior pets are great company for senior citizens. Many
elderly people find the calm presence of an older pet com-
forting. They appreciate having a companion that is content
to move through life at a slower speed, and a partner to
share their golden years with.

6. Older pets are relaxing to hang out with. Senior dogs
and cats have all the basics down and aren’t full of wild en-
ergy to burn. Because you’re not constantly chasing around
or cleaning up after your older pet, you have a lot more time
to spend finding fun things to do or just relaxing together.

7. Adopted senior pets are grateful for your kindness.
Somehow, older pets seem to know you gave them a home
when no one else would. Many new owners form a close
bond very quickly with their senior dog or cat, because the
pet shows them a level of attention and devotion that is
unique to older adopted animals.

8 « You can be a hero to a deserving dog or cat. Almost
without exception, people who adopt older animals feel a
special sense of pride and purpose in opening their heart to a
hard-to-place pet. Doing a good thing really does make you
feel good!

Cali, the Senior Cat

What started out as a need to find a quiet foster home for
one of our elderly, arthritic cats, turned into a story of love
and rejuvenation. Cali was found in the dead of winter,
abandoned behind an apartment building in upstate New
York. When she arrived to NCAL on transport from the res-
cue, she was severely arthritic, wouldn’t eat much, and slept
the days away curled up in a ball in the back of her kennel.

As the weeks passed, there was little interest shown in Cali
by potential adopters. Unfortunately, she came to us at a
time when we were experiencing a wave of ‘kitten season’ -
and as we all know - those little guys steal all of the atten-
tion! We knew that it would be difficult to find a home for
Cali - one where she would be comfortable and live out her
days - which at that point seemed limited.

Luckily for Cali, just the right person came along at just
the right moment. Joan Cnossen, of Waitsfield, felt that Cali
deserved a home of her own. She offered first to foster Cali
and provide a warm, caring home for her to rest. Joan, a
retired school teacher, animal lover, and active volunteer in
her community, was willing to provide Cali with a forever
home if the situation worked out well with her other two
pets - also both rescues.

Once Cali got used to her new home with Joan, she came
out of her shell and her true personality began to shine
through. “This is not the same cat I met at the Shelter,” said
Joan, “Cali has woken up, and has actually been playful!”
Joan has shared that Cali is now always eager for dinner
time, and follows her everywhere she goes. She loves to
watch the birds out the window from her favorite seat on the
couch, and has a quiet spot for the times when she needs to
rest.

There was also an unexpected benefit of adopting this older
cat for Joan, “She has filled my life, and I can’t imagine my
home without her.” A sweet, loving cat who always purrs -
Cali seems eternally grateful to finally be home.
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NCAL is thrilled to welcome three new staff members to
our team! Jason Valade joins us as our new Customer Service
Manager. Jason has been serving as a court officer in Wash-
ington County Family Court for over a decade. He is also a
passionate musician and animal advocate. We are happy to
have him on board.

Kelly Condron is our new Canine Supervisor. Kelly has an
impressive background in animal care, handling, training,
and adoptions. Kelly comes to us all the way from Long
Island, NY where she has specialized in working with dogs
in adoption centers and shelters. With her pleasant demean-
or, skill set, and superb customer service, Kelly is a valued
addition to our staff.

Abby Armstrong recently joined our team as a Shelter As-
sociate. Abby has a true passion for animals, great work eth-
ic, and a multitude of skills that she has developed through
her years as a personal care assistant, making her a valued
new member of our team.

As always, all of our staff members are happy to assist
you with any questions you may have, or in helping you find
your next best friend!

Paws to Thank

Dr. Connie Riggs for providing our spay/neuter surgeries and vet
care. * FixPC for always being there when we need help with our
computers. ¢ Sequist Animal Hospital for sponsoring our weekly
radio segments on WLVB that we use to promote our adoptable
animals and upcoming events. ¢ Green Sleeves Landscape Design
for providing our mowing, landscaping, and plowing. ¢ Sally Stetson
for designing our newsletters, mailings, posters, invitations, and
greeting cards. ¢ Robb Wills of Donald P. Blake, Inc. for keeping
our building in shape and always being available. ¢ Pinky’s Photog-
raphy for taking amazing photos of our adoptable animals. « All the
businesses who donated items for our Menagerie event. * Our fos-
ter families and shelter volunteers who walk dogs, cuddle cats, help
with animal laundry and cleaning — we couldn’t do it without you!
All the businesses who support us by allowing us to display our coin
canister on their counters. ¢ Robert’s Landscaping for keeping our
gardens looking amazing. ¢ Ken & Bunny Libby for donating fleece
coats to all our dog adoptees. ¢ Lamoille Lock & Key for always
coming to help when we call. * Wolcott Garage for helping us keep
our van in tip-top shape. * Our wonderful community who answer
the call when we put out special pleas for much needed items. *
NCAL’s neighbor, Garth Walker, for overseeing the year-round main-
tenance of our roadway.

Unique Ways to Give...

Bricks: A permanent tribute to animals and animal lovers,
engraved bricks create the walkway leading into the shelter.
Can be given in memory or in honor of a person, pet, or an
upcoming occasion. We will be taking orders for the bricks
this winter and the next set will be laid next summer. Each

brick is $75.

Guardian Angel Program: Your sponsorship will help
provide food, medical care, and toys for the orphan animal
in your kennel. The recipient of your gift will receive an an-
nouncement card and pin, a card placed on the front of a cat
or dog kennel (your choice) inscribed with their name, and
at the end of the guardianship they will receive a letter and
pictures of some of the animals who stayed in their kennel.
Sponsorship is $70 for six months or $120 for one year.

Available Shelter Naming Opportunities:

Dog Kennels - Where people and dogs meet to find their
new best friends. $10,000 each

Puppy Kennels - The place where puppies can stay
healthy and comfortable until they find their new best friend.
$6,000 each

Cat Wellness Room - When you’re sick, a special place
to get well. $10,000

Cat Kennels - Where people and cats meet to find their
new best friends. $2,000 each

Administrative Offices - Where all the “t”s are crossed
and the “i”s are dotted. $10,000

Dog Wellness Room Kennel - A dog’s very own space
to rest when they’re sick. $3,000

Cat Wellness Room Kennel - A cat’s very own space to
rest when they’re sick. $1,000

Amazon Smile - Simply shop at smile.amazon.com just as
you would on Amazon, and .5% of your purchase is donat-
ed to the organization of your choice.

Download the Walk for a Dog app on your phone,
choose NCAL as your shelter of choice, and we will receive a
donation based on how many miles you walk with your dog.
Download the app at wooftrax.com.

Plan an Event - organize a bake sale, lemonade stand,
birthday party, office or corporate event in support of
NCAL. Raising money for the animals can be fun!

Please contact Tracy Goldfine at (802) 888-5065 x 106 or
tracyg@ncal.com for more information on any of these
giving opportunities.
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Come find your next best friend.
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Our Community Cares We had a blast with

Thank you to our creative and generous community “Hattitude” at 2016 Menagerie
of animal lovers who continue to show their support of
our mission!
® SunCommon held their first annual Sunflower Sale to benefit jOiI’I us in costume on Februa"’Y 4th
NCAL. Employees grew and sold these beautiful flowers at an
event in Waterbury this spring to raise money for the animals.
Thank you, SunCommon!

Save the Date for Menagerie 2017

as we celebrate “Purple Rain”!

® Burt’s Irish Pub in Stowe donates the proceeds of their Rip
Tickets to NCAL. Thank you, Janet!

® An ambitious and creative group of kids from Waterbury has
done it again this year! Daisy, Sawyer, Gabriel, Max, Julia, and
Sabine held a bake sale and sold brownies and lemonade to
benefit the animals at NCAL. Thanks once again, kids!

® Pet Food Warehouse in Burlington donated $.25 for every
dollar at their Wag It Forward event to participating rescue
groups. Thank you, PFW!

® Agents at Coldwell Banker in Stowe donated a percentage of
their commissions for the animals. Thank you, Coldwell Banker!

® Johnson State College’s Department of Residence Life held
a fundraiser and collected pennies ($324.70) for the animals!
JSC’s Arthur Hall also held their own fundraiser and donated
$500! Thank you, JSC!

® Caroline and Grace sold vegetables from the garden and
donated all of their earnings to NCAL. Thank you, girls!

® Addy had a birthday party and instead of presents, asked for
items on NCAL’s Wish List to donate to the shelter. Thank you
so much, Addy!

We wish we could list everyone who has given their time and
energy to plan a fun, creative event in support of the animals. Follow
us on Facebook, where we post these events regularly.We urge
you to visit the above businesses who share your values and help
support our community and the animals in need!



