


LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends of NCAL,

As I reflect on 2024, I am filled with immense gratitude for our
community's unwavering support. Thanks to your compassion and
generosity, North Country Animal League was able to give hundreds of
animals a second chance, support families in crisis, and expand our reach
as a vital resource for both animals and people.

This past year brought significant change, including the difficult but
necessary decision to divest from our Equine Center. While emotional,
this shift allowed us to refocus and reallocate resources, leading to
record-breaking adoption numbers, the launch of new community
programs, and a revitalized commitment to our core mission.

Our success would not be possible without you. But as we look to the
future, we recognize that we are operating in uncertain times. Many are
feeling economic pressures, and as more families struggle, the demand
for our services continues to rise. Now, more than ever, we must come
together for the animals who depend on us—for every dog needing a
warm bed, every cat awaiting a new home, and every family seeking
support to keep their beloved pet.

Together, we are building a more compassionate world. Thank you for
standing by our side.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Jacques Du Preez
Executive Director
North Country Animal League
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ADOPTIONS
& ANIMAL
IMPACT

Last Year's

In 2024, NCAL celebrated an extraordinary year
for animal adoptions, finding loving homes for
542 dogs and cats—a 34% increase over the
previous year and the highest number of
adoptions in six years. This milestone reflects not
only the dedication of our shelter team and
volunteers, but also the growing support from
our community. Every adoption represents a
second chance, and in 2024, more animals than
ever before got the fresh start they deserved.
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REVENUE EXPENSES

Public Support
74.6%

Adoptions
18%

Humane Education
5%

Program/Retail
2.4%

Animal Care
67%

Development/Outreach
12.8%

Admin
12%

Vet/Program Services
8%

Capital Expense
0.2%

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

Last Year's

North Country Animal League does not receive any
federal or state funding—we rely 100% on the generosity
of our community to sustain our work. Every dollar
donated helps provide shelter, medical care, and second
chances for animals in need. Thanks to the incredible
support from individuals, businesses, and foundations in
2024, we were able to meet growing demand and
expand our impact. We are deeply grateful to everyone
who contributed—your compassion made a tremendous
difference.
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TAILS OF
IMPACT

A few of our stories from 2024

Neely's Story: From Trauma to True Love

Neely’s journey began with unimaginable cruelty. As a tiny kitten in
Tennessee, she was thrown from a moving vehicle and left injured and
terrified on the side of the road. A kind stranger who witnessed this act
of violence rushed to her aid, bringing her to an animal hospital where
she underwent emergency surgery for a severe degloving injury to her
jaw and broken teeth. Miraculously, she survived—and that same good
Samaritan gave her a loving home for the next two years.

When life brought her owner to Vermont, heartbreaking circumstances
forced him to surrender Neely to NCAL. She was devastated. In the
unfamiliar shelter environment, she shut down—too overwhelmed to
eat, hiding from everyone, and unable to be handled.

But we knew this wasn’t the end of her story. Neely was placed into a
quiet foster home where she could decompress and begin to heal. Just
24 hours in, she was leaning into gentle pets, finding comfort again. Our
veterinary team then performed a delicate surgery to remove a
damaged tooth left untreated due to her earlier injuries. With the pain
finally gone, Neely’s personality began to shine. She revealed herself to
be a sweet, affectionate lap cat—chirping softly and making biscuits
whenever her foster mom entered the room.

And then something extraordinary happened.

Neely’s previous owner’s sister saw her story on NCAL’s social media.
Touched by her resilience and love for her original family, she stepped
forward to adopt her—giving Neely a forever home where she is
adored. Best of all, Neely still gets to visit her original dad. It’s a reunion
none of us expected but one that couldn’t be more perfect.

After everything she endured, Neely’s story came full circle. Her
journey reminds us that healing takes time, love finds a way, and
sometimes—happy endings are even better than we imagined.

NORTH COUNTRY ANIMAL LEAGUE YEAR 2024
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Old Greg, a 10-year-old Boxer mix was dumped out of a car on the
side of the road in Walden, VT. Alone and scared, good samaritans
found him and contacted the Animal Control Officer. The Town
Council found him a place to board with a wonderful older woman
who kept him safe on her farm while a place for him was found. The
Town Council reached out to us at NCAL and we worked together
to find a way to get him from the woman’s house to the shelter as
she had recently had a medical event and could no longer drive. 

From the second Greg walked in the door at NCAL we knew he was
special. He greeted everyone enthusiastically with a big smile on his
face. Our shelter staff was impressed with how well he did during
his initial assessment and medical exam. He was a perfect
gentleman through it all. He turned his nose up at our fancier treats
and gobbled down milkbones much to the amusement of our
behavior consultant. Old Greg’s winning personality quickly led to
him becoming a staff and volunteer favorite.

No one could fathom a reason why he would have been abandoned at his advanced age to fend for himself in a
strange place, but we were glad that he was safe and now available to find a caring home. He was only with us for
a few weeks when a young woman walked in looking for a dog. She and Old Greg fell in love and he will get to live
out his golden years safe and warm. 

Vermont, Alabama, Texas, and Massachusetts, what do these
states have in common? They are where our wonderful NCAL
adoptable dogs came from during 2024! 

When adorable pup Pony came to us from Alabama, we were surprised to see that what had looked like one ear
up and one ear pinned back in her photo, was actually one ear up and a missing ear! We reached out to our
southern partner to ask more about her story. Not only had Pony survived an attack at the shelter that resulted
in her losing her ear, but she narrowly escaped the shelter with her life. 

When our southern partners entered the shelter that day,
they were told that the shelter was overcrowded and
currently euthanizing dogs for space, including a litter of
puppies. Pony’s litter. They jumped to the rescue and said
they would take the puppies so that they could have a
second chance at life. Pony and her sister Doll were the only
two left by the time they arrived. They went to foster with
our partners where they were nursed back to health. Their
adorable faces caught our attention and we chose them to
come up to VT, not knowing their tragic backstory. Pony and
Doll have both been adopted! 
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Brielle, now Ellie, came to us from Texas. The Dallas-Fort Worth
shelter can have hundreds of dogs in care at any given time.
Anything from chihuahuas to poodles to pit bulls. They are
overcrowded and do their best every single day to save as many
dogs as they can when faced repeatedly with impossible decisions
of life and death. We are so lucky here in Vermont to not have to
euthanize healthy, adoptable animals purely due to space. 

Ellie came up and was immediately claimed by an adopter from
Rhode Island who is a relative of one of our staff members. She
looks to be a purebred Bichon Frise! Ellie spent a few days on a
farm in Vermont before going to her owner where she instantly
adapted to young children, 3 large dogs, 3 cats, chickens, and
goats! She is now in Providence, her owner has this to say: “She is
absolutely the most adorable, special little girl, and I am so lucky to
have her. She is house trained and loves to go on walks, but she
also is happy to just hang out with me at home. She has made
everything better since I got her.” Ellie has never met a stranger,
and it’s rare she makes it through a walk in her neighborhood
without stopping to be pet by passing admirers. 

Meredith came to us from a rescue partner in Massachusetts,
where she and her siblings had been waiting for months in foster
care. They were reportedly a little bit shy, but lovely and friendly
once they warmed up. We had space, and they needed a new
audience, so we called on our transport driver, Becky, to make the
trip from MA to VT with these 3 girls and one other dog who had
been waiting in foster care for months as well. Within two weeks, all
of these dogs had found new homes. Vermont loves huskies, and
Meredith and her sisters got very lucky. Meredith’s adoption story
was especially touching for those of us at NCAL because we
already knew her adopters. 

One of our Alabama dogs, Smoke (black lab), had found an amazing
home. They loved him so much, and enjoyed having a dog so much, they
came in looking for a friend for him one day. They saw Meredith and fell
in love. Having two dogs in the home was a bit of a learning curve, but
they figured it out and soon became a happy two-dog family. Meredith
(now Storm) and Smoke love snuggling, and have no sense of personal
space, with Storm lying on TOP of Smoke in a photo they shared with us.
Their days are full of hiking, fetch, and swimming during the warmer
months. Since adopting Storm, they have added a third dog to their
family, following the passing of a relative, and have quickly gone from
having no dogs to three in less than a year. They now have one in each
size, small, medium, and large! Dogs can truly change your life in such a
fulfilling way. We love our repeat adopters! 
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Sherry is one of North Country Animal League’s most
dedicated and invaluable volunteers. Her commitment
shines through in everything she does. Whether she is
walking dogs, feeding cats, or lending a hand wherever it’s
needed, Sherry brings a sense of positivity and
compassion to every task.

Her love for animals is unmistakable, and she devotes
countless hours each week to ensuring they receive the
care, attention, and enrichment they deserve. Sherry
exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism that is at the heart
of NCAL.

Volunteers like Sherry are vital to our mission. Each year,
hundreds of volunteers generously give their time and
talents to support our work, from providing daily care to
helping with events and community outreach. Their
dedication makes it possible for us to do more, reach
more, and save more lives.

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT:
MEET SHERRY

To all our volunteers, we extend our heartfelt gratitude. Your compassion and commitment inspire us every day,
and NCAL would simply not be able to do this work without you. Thank you for being an essential part of our
team and for making a difference in the lives of the animals and people we serve.

In 2024, 31 active volunteers generously contributed 403 hours of service to North Country Animal
League, representing an in-kind value of more than $13,500. Volunteers are an essential part of our team,
helping to walk dogs, care for cats, assist at events, and support our mission in countless ways. Their commitment
enhances the care and attention each animal receives and strengthens our community. We are deeply grateful
for every hour given and for the incredible difference our volunteers make every day.

We are always looking for dedicated animal lovers to join our volunteer team. To learn more and sign up, visit
ncal.com/volunteer.

NCAL.COM

https://www.ncal.com/volunteer/
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Since 1990, North Country Animal League has
been dedicated to creating a compassionate
community for both people and animals.

NCAL is a 501(c)3 nonprofit animal welfare
organization. All of the work that we do is
made possible because of your support!
NCAL does not receive funding from the
state or federal government and is not
affiliated with a national organization. All
donations are tax-deductible in accordance
with IRS guidelines. Our nonprofit Tax ID #
is 03-0344067.

There are many ways you can support the
life-saving work we do and help create
brighter futures for animals in need:

OTHER WAYS
TO SUPPORT
NCAL'S VITAL
WORK
Foster

Foster homes are essential to providing animals with a safe and loving
environment outside the shelter while they await their forever homes. Becoming
a foster caregiver gives some of our most vulnerable animals a second chance.
Visit ncal.com/foster to learn more about how fostering saves lives.

Adopt

Opening your home to an animal in need is one of the most direct ways to make a
difference. By adopting from NCAL, you are giving a homeless animal the love and
security they deserves. Meet our adoptable animals at ncal.com/adopt.

Donate

Your financial support enables NCAL to continue providing exceptional care and vital services to animals and
our community. There are many ways to make a gift:

One-Time or Recurring Gifts: Make a secure donation online, by mail, or by phone. Monthly giving provides
reliable support that sustains our operations year-round.
Tribute Gifts: Honor a loved one, two- or four-legged, with a donation made in their memory or
celebration.
Employer Matching Gifts: Double your impact through your employer’s matching gift program.
Sponsorship Opportunities: Sponsor an adoption, an event, or a special program and make a targeted
impact.
Gifts of Securities: Donating stocks, bonds, or mutual funds can maximize your giving power while offering
tax benefits.
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs): For individuals aged 70½ or older, QCDs from an IRA can be a
tax-efficient way to make a meaningful gift.
Legacy Giving: Create a lasting legacy of compassion by including NCAL in your will or trust, or by
designating NCAL as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or retirement account.

Contact: Please contact our Executive Director, Jacques Du Preez, at jacques@ncal.com today to talk
about all the ways YOU can make a difference in the lives of animals and the people who love them.
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TO ALL OUR AMAZING
SUPPORTERS
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Hannah Prescott
Rebekah and Martin Boyle
Cheryl Calcari
Ann Spearing
Collin Van Bork
Judith Prashaw
Patricia Bouffard
Heidi Storm
Bethany Chenette
Jolynn Goff 
Kyle Dubois
Thomas Bousquet
Shannon Cote
Heather Adams
William Rehm
Veronica Bustamante
Therese Stillman
Candace Martens
Stephanie Tasker
Sarah Schell
Sasha Conroy
Sandra Rosenkranz
Randy Sands
Paula Ralston
Pam Henry
Nicole Walker
Martha Trombley Oakes
Molly Sheriff
Molly Lewis
Mary Vassar
Jay Stahl
Michael Ligas
Ling Chow
Katherine Zimoulis
Katherine Krasovec
Kathleen Petersen
John and Jitka Hirce
Hilary Day
Gordon Walker
Barbara Valentik
Emma Farison
Glenn and Chrissy Eaton
Dawn Barthe
Clare Sirois
Christina Mawdryk
Deirdre Gilroy
Annie Stasenko
Atul Mahajan
Alison Farison
Aiden Pichette
Alva Ware-Bevacqui
Ryan Bowen
Emily Stiffler
Bruce Wagner
Gertrude Martin
Andrea Pariseau
EV Hamilton
Cynthia Taverna
John Wakefield
Marina Chapman
Rosy Metcalfe
Sarah Kourkoulis
Jennifer Keefe
Kiah Palumbo
Louise Caserta Thompson
Pamela Getsie
Susan Steckel
Julie Motch
Edward Bassett
Alice P Hartsell
Rachel Lamagna
Tracey and Steven Davidow
Ellen and Alan Thorndike
Nancy duMont
Nicole Waybright
Sheila and Duncan Goss
William Meis
Eliza and Shane Steffens
Lamoille County Mental Health
Erika Hunneman
Heidi and Jens Joyce

Gene Banks
Norma and Robert Stowell
Sara Mansur
Peggy Smith
Matt Stillman
Sheila Lucas
Barbara and Michael Tennien
Charles and Morgan Pratt
Alice and Gavin Duncan
Ellen Norton
Jeanne Ryan
Deborah Carland
Tyler Nelson
Sami Engler
Kevin McClory
Mary McConnell
Bridget Strona
William Deiss
Charlotte And Karan
Eileen D. Cleland
Jefferson Lawler
Benita Diamon
Selectronics
Kelly Perry
Arlene Averill
Megan Juaire
Ali Douglas
Lecia Peck
Katherine Pavelich
Jen Haas
Drew Rogerson
Nicole Mikolich
Emily and Jeff Rosenbaum
Cheryl Karp Ward
Eric Lemieux and Chelsea Nolan
Margaret Kilpatrick
John Wells
Daniel Smith
Mariella Wretman
Vicki Garfinkel
S Perdue
Ruth Roy
Nancy Tarella
Ashley Chamberlin
Matt Branch
Kristi Gloppen
Karen Bria
Karen Marsh
Kayleigh McClory
Gail Deuso
Gabby Cota
Ann Couser Kittredge
Susan and Paul Rousselle
Sara Kreis
Janet L. Long
Marie Reichelt
Tyler E Blinderman
Susan Norton-DiCerto
Heather Armata
Gregory Gray
Isla Awen
Noel and Chris Howe
Andrea and Joshua Estey
Caren Goodhue
Kelly Taylor
Margaret Higgins
Beverly and Mike Propen
Betsy Harper and Jeff Sparks
Darla Ayer and Vickie Pelkey
Susan Cutler
Anna Black
Patty Bartle
Michael and Laura Kloeti
Caroline Casavant
Helene McGee
Elizabeth Larkin
Susan Mahoney
Johnson Woolen Mills, LLC
Robin Genetti
Robert and Marlene Davison
Linda Di Sante

Peter and Nancy Farrell
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Kevin L. Penney
Jude Prashaw
Selina Thomsen
Ayla Bousquet
Kara Rajchel
State of Vermont
Angela Mendieta
Erwin & Barbara Beam
MaryJane Ehrenzeller
Beverly & Fred Koch
Corina Key
Thomas Bousquet
Simon Gameroff
Karen Glouchevitch
Thomas Silver
Shawn Mansur
Jennifer Mason-Farley
Samantha Hill
Spencer Maas
Jewel Rendfrey
Peter Vallone
Christine Cooney
Patricia E Kellogg
Patricia Hinkle
Paul Farrell
Rainer Oder
Suzanne Kempe
Noreen Karcher
Nico Buckalew
Annette Anderson
Mary Jane Diamond
Miranda Fritz
Merrie Mac Seaman
Marty Schnure
Martin Fluck
Mariah Hostetter
Lou Engler
Alicia Hart
Lisa Kilbourn
Libby Marini
Lauren Kabis
Laura Laura
Kevin Wenrich
Kat Thatcher
Kirk Sponaugle
Karen Field
Katie Zauner
Joyce Williams
Joel Hartman
James Heffner
Jim Conroy
Josh Haines
Jessica Bonath
Jenna Henry
Jeanine Charlton
Jessica Allen
Jane Oliphant
Jaime Barney
Herb Hinkle
Gary Schell
Daria Moore
Gloria Novak
Jason Zimon
Janet McGinley
Crystal Doyle Lawrence
Clay Kinard
Brian Blaney
Blake Beskin
Louise Bonvechio
Barbara Levie
Roberta Kay
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Avery Mansur
Amy Stuart
Amelia Thomas
Alex Kloeti
April Laucis
Ada Liaw-Martinez
Priscilla Nelson
Sam Powers
Sarah Morse
Mary Cornell
Jennifer Chittick
Robert Nauert
Elise and Dick Roessler
Steph Du Preez
Thomas Mucha
Daniel Bromberg
Laura Ugarte Rubio
Tara McGrogan
Tim Clark
Nancy Farrell
Mark Nolan
Margaret Weeks
Linda Von Wolfersdorf
Jeff Atkinson
Madelyn Gilroy
Eric Paradisi
Donna Wagner
Robert Mulkeen
Melissa Stimell
Lisa Towery
Sarah and Todd Thomas
Natalie Mikolich
Jennifer and Steven Dewitt
Janet Thorn
Alison and Spencer Brown
Patricia Rickart
Salvatore Rascati
Sheri Smith
Liam Dearborn
Susan Sykas Lang
Emily Xin Rui Lim
Elizabeth White
Elisa Fante
Cindy McGreevey
John Kennedy
Bill Bilcox
Lorraine Whipple
MJ Litton
Whitney Simons
Vicky Eves
Vienna Lunking
Tod Harbison
Chris Traczyk
Nick Donza
Teddy Wenneker
Dorothy Smith
Antonia Stephens
Stacey Symanowicz
Stephen Collins
Christopher Stillman
Steve Miller
Sonia Mahajan
Amy Solomon
Simran Jobanputra
Sandra Roberts
Sandy Palumbo
Samantha Duquette
Samantha Stillman
Raquel Herrera
Robert Lamson
Reb Cox
Stephanie Raymond
Paco Harper
Portia Wassick
Pilar Campos
Pierre Baudet
Patricia Hallquist
Amanda Pai
Paige Mooradian
Nina Diamond
Nick Leaf

Nat Enelow
Madelyn Gilroy
Meghan Sullivan
Michael Paddock
Matt Kapitanyan
Melissa Merrell
Michelle Logreco
Michelle Casper
Meredith Sarver
Melanie Harkless
Meg Daley
Maureen Cunningham
Matthew Nolan
Matt Kane
Mary Dribnak
Marybeth Costley
Mary Romano
Margaret Martin
Mark Mitchell
Maria Montas
Makayla Johnson
Anne Dunwoody
John Brooks
Lori McGinley
Leanne Friedman
Lauren Costa
Kye Barrett
Kunal Jobanputra
Kristine Rodriguez
Kristin Wells
Kristin Decatur
Kristi lovell
Katrina Miamis
Kirsten Cardenas
Ken Leaf
Kenneth Hunt
Kelsey Mal
Kelly Nolan
KC Barr
Katie Cassesse
Kathryn Kinser
Kathryn Couture
Kendra Tassara
Kendall Mousley
Wendy Little
Jenn Serino
Julie Pavelich
Jon Cocina
Jody Emerson
Gerald Belmonte
Jess Weston
Jessica Velez
Jen Donley
Jeff Wiese
JC Stahl
John Mcginley
Natalie Schanzer
Julie Traczyk
Jarrod Barthe
Jan McLachlan
Janel Johnson
Leonard Harden
Michael Haas
Cristin Bernardini
Amy Battaglia
Kayla Raines
Hannah Goldberg
Chris Barss
Karen White
Ryan Getek
Laura Garcia
Gail Gladstone
Lisa Walton
Erika Furey
Ellen Coates
greg duquette
Dustin Rock
DeAngelo Richardson
Dan Ward
Deedee Zimon
Matthew Winter

Dana Kreiss
Dale Bookout
Sara Marshall
Connor Desmond
Claire Kulawiec
Christina Hale
Christian Martens
Christian Wyatt
Charlie Wolff
Craig Bradford
Charlie Betts
Carrie Cota
Rob Campbell
Jeffrey Callewaert
Brinna Vassallo
Rebecca Griffin-Ballard
Brent Ballard
Ben Morse
Lauren Wight
Beth Wright
Adam Mason
Avra Hart
Larry Weigle
JAnn Rogerson
Amy Rodocker
Amy Keane

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy and completeness
of the donor list included in this report, and to recognize all those who
have so generously supported North Country Animal League over the
past year. If, however, you notice that your name is missing or believe

there has been an error, please accept our sincere apologies. We would
be honored to correct the oversight—simply reach out to us at
jacques@ncal.com, and we will be happy to make the necessary

revision to ensure your support is properly acknowledged.

Amanda Bruner
Alicia Marcy
Alex Delp
Alexander Sherrod Filipour
Devin Barker
Adam Kane
Aaron Wolk
Vanessa Tourangeau
Sarah williams
Genevieve Everett
Kathryn Collins
Stephen I Finner
John Roberts
Mikaela Saccoccio and Scott Weathers
Jesse Lipson
Allison Furst
Hannaford
Tyler and Heather Glenn
RAWZ Natural Pet Food
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